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when the King came in. Big man as he was, he looked his smallest
on those occasions. Every feature in his rather silly face expressed his
satisfaction with the empty externals of royalty. He nodded to me
to begin. I made 'them a speech of about twenty minutes, to which
they listened attentively, telling them that the only desire of Great
Britain was to guarantee their independence from other nations with-
out interfering with their autonomy and that this could be done only
by their putting themselves under British protection. I reminded them
that they had taken my advice before and had never had cause to
repent it. Poor old Tungi did not coime, but he sent a letter in strong
support of the treaty. I was then asked to withdraw. About five o'clock
the meeting broke up and the King came in saying that he had
adjourned it until the next day. I asked him how things had gone:
he produced a paper with the names pro and con. Two had spoken
for and two against the treaty. Among the latter was William
Maealiuaki, the Chief Justice, so he was a traitor, too.
I learned that the King himself had been the sole obstacle to the
treaty; that the chiefs were quite ready to grant what I asked until
the King spoke.
" I could have thought," said my informant, " that it was Father
Olier speaking: it was all about France."
I asked whether it would be wise to convey a veiled threat to the
meeting. He said, " Yes; it will come to that. You know that I don't
want the Protectorate, but I know that it must be that or something
worse. Don't use your threat until I tell you when it would be well to
use it."
The meeting took place at nin^ next morning. Before it began I
told the King that I knew what he had been doing and that he had
better be careful. He looked foolish and said, " Well, I never pre-
tended to favour your treaty." I reminded him of his promise. Then
we went into the room, and I said that I would listen to any amend-
ment that they proposed. One chief asked whether I would consent
to a clause saying that Tonga would apply to England if ever she
wanted help. I said, "Yes," and the younger men seemed much
pleased. The King at once suggested an adjournment to allow a com-
mittee to draw up an amendment. The committee included William
Maealiuaki, which was ominous.
After about an hour I was sent for. The King handed me an amend-